A new polymorph of 2-(benzotriazol-2-yl)acetic acid, C 8 H 7 N 3 O 2 , crystallizes in the space group C2/c (Z = 8). The non-planar molecule has a synplanar conformation of the carboxy group. The crystal structure features helices parallel to the b axis sustained by O-HÁ Á ÁN hydrogen bonding which are similar to those in the known polymorph [Giordano & Zagari (1978) . J. Chem. Soc. Perkin Trans. 2, pp. 312-315]. However, in the title structure, columns are formed bystacking interactions between benzotriazole fragments of centrosymmetrically related adjacent molecules [centroidcentroid distances = 3.593 (10) and 3.381 (10) Å ] whereasstacking interactions are not observed in the other polymorph. In the crystal of the title compound, C-HÁ Á ÁO interactions are also observed.
Related literature
For general background to the biological activity of benzotriazole derivatives, see: Hirokawa et al. (1998); Yu et al. (2003) ; Kopanska et al. (2004) . For the previously reported polymorph, see: Giordano & Zagari (1978 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Data collection: CrysAlis PRO (Oxford Diffraction, 2009 ); cell refinement: CrysAlis PRO; data reduction: CrysAlis PRO; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: XP in SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXL97. Benzotriazol derivatives exhibit a good degree of analgesic, diuretic, anti-inflammatory, antiviral and antihypertensive activities (Kopanska et al., 2004; Yu et al., 2003; Hirokawa et al., 1998) .
In the known polymorphic form (polymorph I) of the title compound reported by Giordano et al.(1978) (Fig. 2) .
Experimental
Solid benzotriazol-2-yl-acetic acid was dissolved in dimethylformamide, &filig;ltered and left for crystallization by slow evaporation of the solvent at 30°C temperature. Colourless block crystals were obtained after two weeks. (Sheldrick, 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008 The molecular structure of (II), showing the atom-labelling scheme. Displacements ellipsoids are at the 50% probability level.
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Figure 2
A packing diagram of (II). Hydrogen bonds are shown as dashed lines. 
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